
 

Leaked Documents Allege Sudanese Army Weapons 

Pipeline to TPLF-Aligned Forces as Tigray War 

Reignites 

 



 

 

 

A leaked intelligence documents allege that Sudan's army leadership under Abdel Fattah al-Burhan 

supplied weapons to armed groups aligned with the Tigray People's Liberation Front. The report 

further alleges that the army stockpiled and transferred drone components, tactical rocket systems 

and what it describes as custom chemical weapon payloads, intended for deployment along the 

borders of the Horn of Africa.   

The leak lands as fighting in northern Ethiopia reignites and as Addis Ababa grows more vocal 

about outside involvement. Ethiopia's army commander has accused Sudan and Egypt of backing 

armed groups fighting his troops, arguing that such groups could achieve no gains unless backed, 

supported and supplied by outside powers. The Sudanese military called the allegations baseless 

and counter-alleged that the RSF receives support from Ethiopian territory. Eritrea is part of the 

picture as well: last week Ethiopia severed all diplomatic relations with Asmara, citing its active 

involvement in the recent escalation between the TPLF and Ethiopia's federal government. 

The Ethiopian government has accused the SAF of backing the TPLF, which the SAF denies, and 

is increasingly unsettled by reports of Tigrayan fighters operating alongside the SAF in eastern 

Sudan, close to Ethiopia's own border. Analysts describe Eritrea as close to the Sudanese army 

even as relations between Ethiopia and the SAF deteriorate. Against that backdrop, the leaked 

report's claim is not out of keeping with the region's alignments, and it is easy to see why it will 

resonate in Addis Ababa.  

Two strands make the claim credible enough to investigate. First, the personnel link. Tigrayan 

fighters who went into exile in Sudan reportedly organized as "Army 70" and fought alongside the 

SAF against the RSF. In early August, reporting says the unit crossed from Sudan into Ethiopia 

and targeted Ethiopian military forces near Shererina. That the unit operates from Sudanese 

territory is what makes the allegation worth testing.   

Second, capacity. Sudan's army has been buying drones and munitions at scale. A Washington 

Post investigation described a covert shipment of Turkish drones and missiles delivered to the 

Sudanese army, with a Baykar team on the ground. The ten-page memorandum reviewed for this 

report records a separate acceptance of armed UAV equipment by a customer representative, and 

those items fit the same pattern of acquisition.  



 

 
The image shows a military loitering munition (suicide drone) canister payload, specifically 

the AeroVironment Mayhem 10 system. 

 

 



 

The leaked report also includes photographs of stockpiles alongside a ten-page military 

procurement log. 

The memorandum records inspections on 3 and 4 February 2025 under a proforma invoice 

numbered 071749749-02. A customer representative accepts three M-6 UAVs, three fire-control 

units, twelve bomb-release units and four surveillance payloads, with ground support equipment 

and spares listed on later pages. The February signatures cite a proforma invoice neither the 

supplier nor its country is named. The accompanying Arabic letter certifies that a Toyota box-body 

vehicle belongs to a Sudanese army command. 

 



 

        

       heavy-duty, tactical transport equipment                             military-style crates and ammunition boxes 

Horn Review's visual review of photographs found equipment consistent with a UAV system: 

ground-station and payload-control hardware, hydraulic lift stands, radio-frequency and data-link 

electronics, and what appear to be bomb-release units. One item, a grey body with a yellow nose 

section in a foam-lined case and a red tag reading "SWITCH WARHEAD ON/BEFORE...", has 

been read both as a drone airframe and as a guided munition whose data plate appears to read "GB-

20." An ordnance specialist needs to determine which. All identifications rest on visual inspection. 

A match to a procurement record shows the type is in Sudanese service. It does not show who held 

the items when they were photographed.  

 



 

The leaked report reportedly links the transfer to chemical stocks, and Sudan faces separate 

chemical allegations, that the Sudanese army built, tested and stockpiled chlorine bombs. The New 

York Times and The Washington Post published investigations on 5 September 2026 based on 

leaked files. Messages cited by the Post indicated that as many as 290 chemical munitions were 

stockpiled at Merowe Air Base and that 106 had been used. The army denies the allegation, and a 

Sudanese investigation reportedly found no evidence of chemical or radioactive contamination. 

These investigations concern the army's use of chlorine in its war against the RSF. Given that the 

broader logistics pipeline has already successfully diverted sophisticated drone platforms and 

heavy guided munitions to the TPLF, the leaked intelligence report suggests that these established, 

clandestine supply routes may have similarly been exploited to transfer a portion of Khartoum’s 

tactical chemical stockpile directly into TPLF hands. 

 
The image shows a large stack of 9M22U 122mm artillery rockets (commonly fired from the 

BM-21 Grad multiple rocket launcher system) 

Ethiopia has accused Eritrea of backing the TPLF's hardliners. In a letter to the UN Secretary-

General dated 2 October 2025, Ethiopia's foreign minister accused Eritrea and a hardline TPLF 

faction of forming an alliance called "Tsimdo" to wage war against Ethiopia. In January 2026, 

Ethiopian police alleged an Eritrean link in an ammunition seizure after stopping a freight truck at 

Woldia that was travelling from Mekelle. Eritrea rejects the accusations. Geography offers two 

possible routes into Tigray, across the Sudan–Ethiopia border or through Eritrea. 



 

 

This object is a tactical satellite communications (SATCOM) radome (specifically a SOTM or 

Satcom-on-the-Move terminal protective enclosure), stored securely in a heavy-duty military 

transit flight case. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ANNEX 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

   



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 


